Students earn college credit
orking Ahead
What is the latest trend in
education for college
bound students? You
guessed it . . . starting college in
high school.
Many students gained a head
start in their college studies by
taking Advanced Placement or
Dual Enrollment courses.
The Advanced Placement
Program provided students with
the opportunity to take college
level courses on the high school
campus.
The one year courses included
English, Calculus, American His-
tory, European History and Com-
puter Programming.
AP Chemistry, a new course,
was one of only two AP Chemis-
try courses offered in Pinellas
County.
AP courses were taught in a
manner that was new to most stu-
dents. AP teachers were given
certain College Board criteria
that the students were expected
to achieve in the course. The
course held a fast pace similar to
that of a college course that re-
quired individual outside work.
"You have to search for infor-
mation rather than being spoon
fed like in other classes," said Bri-
an Ferber.
Lectures, class discussions,
and practice tests prepared stu-
dents for tests. Study groups
were formed for the purpose of
test preparation.
"We're encouraged to have
study groups because it helps us
to have different viewpoints
which we'll debate," said Chris
Sanchez.
In May, the students had to
take the Advanced Placement
Examination. Students received
scores ranging from a low of one
to a high of five. To receive col-
lege credit, students had to re-
ceive a certain score set by the
colleges of their choice.
Dual Enrollment, another col-
lege program, allowed students
to earn college and high school
elective credit simultaneously by
completing St. Petersburg Junior
College courses offered on the
high school campus. The two se-
mester courses offered were
American National Government
and Sociology.
One difference between Dual
Enrollment, taught by Mr.
Eberts, and the Advanced Place-
ment Program was that no na-
tional exam had to be passed to
attain college credit. The stu-
dents only needed to earn a
grade of a C or better in the
course. In place of the exam, the
students submitted a term paper
based on a topic pertinent to the
course.
To be eligible for Dual Enroll-
ment, a student had to have com-
pleted his freshman year, main-
tained a 3.0 grade point average,
and received permission from his
high school counselor.
"I like Dual Enrollment be-
cause it's an actual college
course based on lecturing and in-
dividual outside work. Plus
there's no pressure of a national
exam," said Paul Droubie.
At the end of the year most
students found the experience in
Advanced Placement and Dual
Enrollment classes rewarding.
"AP and dual Enrollment
classes are a challenging experi-
ence, but all the work, time, and
effort were well worth it," said
Suzanne Johnson.   ?
by Berta Penabades.
PRESSURE
Studying for the Advanced Placement
exams in May put much stress on stu-
dents. Scott Voshall completes a work-
sheet to help him review the Franch Rev-
olution in Ap European History.
